
“18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ[e] took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 

will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a 
son. And he called his name Jesus.” Matthew 1:18–25 
 
We are probably more familiar with the Christmas narrative from St. Luke then we are with the one from St. 
Matthew. St. Luke begins with those familiar lines, “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be registered…” But whether it is the extended account from Luke, the shorter one 
Matthew, we all know and love the story of Christmas.  
 
As a side note, St. Mark, in his rush to get directly to the ministry of Jesus, didn’t feel it was necessary to in-
clude the Christmas narrative in his Gospel. Most likely the Gospels of St. Luke and St. Matthew were already 
being shared among the early Christian churches, so Mark didn’t feel the need to repeat what was already 
well known. And St. John, in his divinely poetic style, simply handles the Christmas story by saying “And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” John 1:14 
 
As we prepare ourselves this December for Christmas, I thought it would be good to look at the two names 
we see in the Matthew account, “Jesus” and “Immanuel.” 
 
Before we knew if our first child would be a boy or a girl, my wife and I went through a long list of names. If it 
was to be a girl, what would it be? Heather? Grace? Betsy? If it was a boy, then what name? A family name 
like Frederic? A popular name, like Jared? There were names that I liked on the list and others that I did not. 
Like all parents, when thinking of a name, we wanted to make sure that the name we chose would fit the 
child.  
 
In the case of our Lord, His names fit Him perfectly. The fact is, the two names we have in the Matthew ac-
count not only define who our Lord is, they tell us what He is.  
 
The name Jesus is derived from the Hebrew name Yeshua/Y'shua, which is based on the, meaning "to deliv-
er; to rescue." This is of course, the perfect descriptor of who Jesus is and what He does. Jesus is our deliver-
er, He is our rescuer. Jesus came as a child in a manger so that He could live a life of perfect obedience, 
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(Pastor’s Message Continued) 

obedience to the Law and to His Father. By fulfilling the Law perfectly, He did what we are unable to do. And 
then, by dying in our place on the cross, He delivered us—He rescued us—from the penalty of our sins. Now, 
because of Jesus, we need not fear eternal damnation. Because of Jesus, we have been put right with the 
Father. Jesus, our rescuer, is our righteousness. 
 
The explanation of the name Immanuel is right there in our reading. “and they shall call his name Immanu-
el” (which means, God with us). What comfort this name gives us! Our Rescuer and Deliverer is with us, He is 
always with us! In our baptisms, we were united into the death and resurrection of Jesus. As Paul says in Ga-
latians chapter 3, “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” Jesus has wrapped 
Himself around us. He has united Himself to us. He will never let us go. And He comes to us regularly in Word 
and Sacrament to touch our ears, our lips and our very souls! 
 
As we celebrate Christmas, we do remember and look with wonder at the events of the past. We are hum-
bled to think that the Almighty would love us so much that He would send His Son into this sinful and rebel-
lious world to rescue it from its sinfulness. But we do not only remember the past. We also celebrate the 
present. We celebrate, not only at Christmas, but throughout the year, that our Lord is “Jesus,” our rescuer 
and deliverer, as well as that He is our “Immanuel,” that He is God with us now and forever. 
 
Merry Christmas. 
Pastor Gaede 

 



 

 

Do you know of anyone that should be included in our Prayer Chain?  If so, please 
contact Rita Dauber at 630-293-0518 or rita.dauber3@gmail.com 

The Advent bags and giving “guide” will be available in the Narthex starting today, 

December 1st.  Bags may be returned as soon as Christmas Eve, and no later than 

Friday, December 29th.  An Advent devotional booklet titled “His Name Shall Be 

Called”, which focuses on the names of Jesus (Pastor’s Advent theme), will also be 

available to bless your Advent season.  God’s Christmas peace to all.  



Luncheon and Bake Sale. We had a lovely afternoon and served lunch to just 
over 50 members, former members and guests. Jaiden Behrend, Peggy 
O’Leary, Millie Planek, J.T. Adams and Dean Mennecke were our Door Prize 
winners. We collected $1,135.50 and will be making donations to the Luther-
an Women’s Missionary League and the West Chicago Food Pantry each in 
the amount of $567.75. 
 
Thank you to Sharon and Greg Garcia for securing the $250 donation from 
Thrivent which covered the expense of this event and allowed our total 
amount collected to be donated within our community.   
 
A special thank you to all the bakers, salad makers and volunteers who helped with the event we couldn’t do 
this without you! 
 
Thank you to all who contributed mites for LWML. A total contribution of $155.10 was received from the 
congregation. Combined with the $567.75 from the Grateful Gathering Luncheon and Bake Sale and a total 
donation of $722.85 will be made to the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League.    
 
There are many wonderful events planned for the Advent season: 

 

12/01/24          Advent Food Drive begins for West Chicago Food Pantry 
12/04/24          Soup Supper at 6:00 pm, Advent Service at 7:00 pm 
12/07/24          Church Decorating/Youth at Heart Christmas Crafts & Cookie Exchange 9:00 am 
12/11/24          Soup Supper at 6:00 pm, Advent Service at 7:00 pm 
12/13/24          Setup and decorate Fellowship Hall for CCC 3:00 pm 
12/14/24          Christmas Choral Celebration 5:00 pm, potluck immediately following 
12/18/24          Soup Supper at 6:00 pm, Advent Service at 7:00 pm 
  
Christmas Schedule: 
12/24/24          Christmas Eve Divine Worship Service at 7:00 pm 
12/25/24          Christmas Day Divine Worship Service at 10:00 am  

 
AND HE SHALL BE CALLED… 
Please join us for our Christmas Choral Celebration 
(CCC) as we praise the One who is Name Above All 
Names on Saturday, December 14, at 5:00 pm.  A 
potluck will follow the CCC; a sign-up sheet is in 
the Narthex.  Please invite your families and friends 
for this special celebration! 
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Repenting of “Yours” and “Mine” 

Retailers have had their Christmas displays up since before Reformation Sunday. The kids have made their 

list and checked it twice, or three times or more. It won’t be long before the tree will start shedding its nee-

dles, the stockings emptied, the gifts unwrapped, toys broken, and the too small or out of style clothes re-

turned. Before we know it, the annual celebration of Christmas will be over.  

 

But for the children of God, we know that the gift of Christmas doesn’t ever end. Week in and week out, the 

Lord continues to shower His gifts on us. Every time the Lord gathers us to His house, and we are led to kneel 

at His table, the gift of forgiveness is repeatedly granted to us. It is nothing we deserve. It comes to us freely! 

 

The fourth stanza of the stewardship hymn, “Forgive Us Lord for Shallow Thankfulness” (LSB 788) highlights 

both this gift and our response.  

 

Teach us, O Lord, true thankfulness divine,  

that gives as Christ gave, never counting cost 

 

To learn thankfulness is necessary. The parents of young children are well-versed in the fact that they must 

teach their children thankfulness. It does not come naturally. The spiritual genetics inherited from our par-

ents allow us to think that the world revolves around us. When we receive something, there is an inward de-

sire to think that we in some way deserve it.  

 

But there is no way that we deserve anything we get from our Lord. We need that ongoing lesson from God 

Himself. Thankfulness toward God is worked in us by the Holy Spirit. God’s Word works this thanksgiving in 

us. We need this weekly reminder that Jesus didn’t consider “equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

emptied Himself” for us, to the point of death on a cross (Phil. 2:6). He didn’t bat an eye. He paid the price! 

Our life of stewardship is one of daily and weekly thanksgiving inspired by the Lord Himself. 

 

That knows no barrier of “yours” and “mine,” 

assured that only what’s withheld is lost. 

 

Because Jesus gave us everything and more, there can be no ownership. The child at Christmas is quick to 

claim that the newly gifted toy is “mine!” But as Psalm 24:1 asserts, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 

thereof, the world and those who dwell therein.” There isn’t anything in creation that is ours. When we cling 

to and claim ownership of anything in creation, we are losing out on the continual gifts with which the Lord 

desires to shower upon us. Closed hands cannot receive anything new. We cling to the old and dead and 

miss the new thing that the Lord desires to do in and for us.  
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We are led to repent of the “yours” and “mine” and remove the lie that we have any ownership. In this we 

have the promise that God will continue to give to us. Not just at Christmas, but every Sunday at the altar in 

the Lord’s house.  

Assistants…. If you aren’t available for your assigned Sunday, it is your responsibil-

ity to find a substitute. 

 

12/1/2024 Nancy Westra and Ron Benes Jim Grobe Dan Rakow Nancy Westra Ron Benes 

12/8/2024 
Greg & Sharon Garcia 
and Cheryl Perkis Wayne Matejka Andrew Greubel Sharon Garcia Nancy Planek 

12/15/2024 
Laura Grobe, Sue Mennecke and 
Jeni Siekmann Doug Schmidt Wayne Matejka Sue Mennecke Eldra Rakow 

12/22/2024 Nancy Westra and Ron Benes Ron Benes Doug Schmidt Eldra Rakow Lois Kovarik 

12/242024 To be counted with 12/29/2024 Ron Benes Dan Rakow Nancy Planek None 

12/25/2024 To be counted with 12/29/2024 Ron Benes Dan Rakow Nancy Planek None 

12/29/2024 
Greg & Sharon Garcia 
and Cheryl Perkis Larry Kotke Ron Benes Nancy Planek Marvin Boorsma 

 

FYI—The current Trinity page has no 

comma in it’s name.  If the picture 

associated with the account is of the 

outside of the church, you’re on the 

wrong page. 



From Erin Mackenzie <erin.mackenzie@lcms.org>

Date Sat 11/16/2024 2:52 AM

To secretary trinitywc.org <secretary@trinitywc.org>

Dear saints at Trinity--

Words can’t express my gra�tude for all of the ways you walk with me in God’s mission. Next week, I’m looking

forward to gathering with colleagues from the US, Puerto Rico, the Czech Republic, and Kenya to talk about

how we can be*er support our short-term volunteers and educate them in Lutheran missiology. There’s

always room for improvement, and I love how we sharpen one another.

Know that I’m thankful for each of you all the �me but especially as our na�on pauses to reflect on God’s

faithful providence later this month. ¡Feliz día de acción de gracias (un par de semanas temprano)!

Erin

1 of 1 11/16/2024, 11:13 AM
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(If you received a hard copy of this and would like to help me be green and save on postage, please email erin.mackenzie@lcms.org.) 

Traveling Companions 
 
Among my earliest DR memories, I’d list being sandwiched by 2 then-seminary 
students in an airless backseat, a steeply inclined road with a sheer drop-off, 
neon-colored chicks, and a little boy nestled between his grandmother’s legs in 
prayer posture. These snippets add up to one thing: visits.  
 
Recognizing that grads often step into grassroots situations, Concordia the 
Reformer Seminary (CMSCR) forms students to be shepherds, teachers, and 
evangelists. From day 1, they’re assigned a fieldwork congregation, with duties 
that always include visits.  
 
They aren’t random. Church planting teams carefully craft each week’s 
schedule: perhaps 2-4 members, catechumens, neighbors, or contacts. Families 
are consulted in advance, and there’s a templated liturgy, of sorts: shoot the 
breeze, recite an invocation, read a portion of Scripture, share a meditation, 
and close with a prayer and benediction. More often than not, dog-eared copies 
of Acompañamiento para el cuidado pastoral (Pastoral Care Companion) 
emerge from back pockets and backpacks. Equally as often, there are tiny cups 
of high-octane coffee with a heavy-handed dose of azúcar crema.  
 
All missionaries are invited to go on visits anytime, but I most often do when 
hosting volunteers. Even non-Spanish-speakers can glean much from observing 
homes, communities, and nonverbal interactions and can intercede specifically 
on behalf of the families whose patios and living rooms they grace. In fact, LAC 
habitually gifts copies of the Acompañamiento to Mission Education teams of 
future pastors, such that they might have a toolkit for reaching out to the 
diverse subsets they’re certain to encounter as they enter the ministry.  
 
I also remember the people from my first “visit” experience – some of whom I 
now gather with weekly to receive Christ’s gifts. Only He knows the untold 
others He will bring into His fold, all because 
someone took the time to share a cafecito and 
a few life-giving words from a tattered black 
book.  
 
*Adapted from my most recent CPH “Serve” blog post.  

Fun fact: Official documents in 
the Dominican Republic must be 
signed in blue ink, NOT black or 
blue. This has come into play for 
me recently because I’m the 
newest signatory on the LCMS-
Dominican Republic bank 
account. This means that—
accompanied by a colleague and 
with a letter of authorization that 
bears my sapphire-hued John 
Hancock—I can withdraw cash to 
replenish what’s in the office 
safe. (No, I don’t work in the 
business office now, but given 
most missionaries’ travel 
schedules, it’s good to have a 
backup...and a backup for the 
backup!) 

Latin America & the Caribbean: 

Flashback! Me on visits in August 
2018 with Marcelo (Chile, far left) 
and Mario (Spain, 2nd from right).  

https://www.cph.org/acompaamiento-para-el-cuidado-pastoral-pastoral-care-companion?srsltid=AfmBOoo-Hw2go9Ce3YNxSybNcFfpk4GYiRTjxo2ANkLlHdE1GRzMwbKj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyZ_iDUNYcs
https://missionarymac.blogspot.com/2018/08/making-disciples-of-all-nations.html
https://blog.cph.org/serve/traveling-companions-on-the-missionary-journey
https://mailchi.mp/39f374e19c54/missionarymac-and-you


Praises and Petitions 
 
1. Thanksgiving for the 

first national church 
Asamblea (assembly) 
held in PR this month.  

2. Thanksgiving for recent 
Baptisms in Belize 
(11/3) and 
confirmations in 
Uruguay (11/3 & 10). 

3. For new DR 
missionaries Abby and 
Aaron as they complete 
their 2nd week of in-
person orientation this 
month. 

4. For Deac. Melissa Pflug, 
Eurasia’s Regional Care 
Coordinator, as she 
shadows her LAC 
counterpart in the DR 
(with a field visit to 
Peru!) this month.    

5. For all newly (re)elected 
US officials at the 
municipal, state, and 
federal levels.  

 

Quote of the Month 
“Learn as much as you can from those who know more than you, who do 
better than you, who see more clearly than you.”  

–Dwight D. Eisenhower 

To support the LCMS through me, you may give a tax-deductible gift… 
 
• online, securely from any device: lcms.org/givenow/mackenzie; 
• by phone: 1-888-930-4438 (donor care rep) or text LCMSMACKENZIE to 41-444; 
• by sending a check (with “Mackenzie/Latin America” on the memo line) to: 

 LCMS, PO Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861; or 
 Mission Central, 40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, IA 51034.  

 

Net Worth 
 
Connecting people to Christ occurs in a 
variety of settings, as people's physical, 
mental, and emotional needs are met 
alongside opportunities to hear the Word 
preached in truth and purity. Iglesia Luterana 
Pueblo Nuevo (DR) recently took on such 
an endeavor thanks to a member couple who 
coaches volleyball at a park in a sector of 
Santiago not 

currently served by a Lutheran church. Practices 
happen multiple times/week, but Fridays are 
unique in that a cadre of pastors and students is 
invited to come and lead a devotion and prayer 
for players. The church's presence is already 
bearing fruit. In mid-October, the Rev. Ross 
Shaver connected with an expat couple who had 
come to play; at his invitation, they came to the 
DRLM’s joint Reformation service. I’m on the hunt 
for chances to see this particular witness in 
action, on my own and with future short-term 
volunteers—you?! 

Top right: Shopping with the DR’s newest missionary 
family. Malachi (2 1/2 yrs.) had some...unique...meal 
ideas. Bottom right: Who gave me a megaphone?! A: 
The tour guide at the Cortés  Visitors Center’s onsite 
chocolate factory. Below: New signage at my church.  

https://www.lcms.org/Abigail.Young
https://www.lcms.org/reith
https://www.lcms.org/pflug
https://www.lcms.org/logston
https://www.lcms.org/logston


 
 

 

December 2024 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Larry Kotke  

2 
Sara Jensen  

3 4 5 
Autumn Adams  

6 7 

8 9 
Heather Giacomo  

10 11 12 
Donna Brothers  

Santo Lee  

13 14 

15 16 17 
Jared Schneider  

18 
Nancy Planek  

19 20 
Grayson Matejka 

Chapman  

21 

22 23 24 25 
Jamie Norusis  

26 27 28 

29 30 
Darcy Lee  

John Siekmann  

31 1 2 
George Kotke  

3 4 

 

 



 
 

 

December 2024 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Jimmy Kline  

2 3 4 5 6 7 
Jennifer Grobe  

Trevor Bartels  

8 9 
Rita Dauber  

10 11 12 13 14 
Corey Brothers  

Shawn Brothers  

15 
Sara Jensen  

16 17 18 19 
Ron Rakow  

Tracy Kotke  

William Bruce  

20 21 
Dean Mennecke  

22 23 24 
Katherine Gregory  

25 
Jessica Leeseberg  

26 27 
Daniel Greubel  

28 

29 30 
Ashlee Dameron  

31 1 
Caroline Planek  

Donna Brothers  

Larry Kotke  

2 3 4 

 

 



 
December 2024 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 
Val and Fred Gaede  

30 31 
Ashlee and Tyler 

Dameron  

1 2 3 4 

 

 



TRINITY CHURCH CALENDAR 

December 2024 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
FIRST SUNDAY in ADVENT  

9:30am Divine Worship Service  

10:30am Fellowship  

11:00am - 11:45am Bible 

Study/Sunday School  

7:00pm - 8:00pm AA Meeting  

2 3 4 
6:00pm Soup Supper  

7:00pm - 8:00pm 

Advent Midweek 

Service  

5 6 7 
9:00am Christmas 

Decorating/Youth at 

Heart Cookie 

Exchange and Crafts  

8 
9:30am Divine Worship Service  

10:30am Fellowship  

11:00am - 11:45am Bible 

Study/Sunday School  

7:00pm - 8:00pm AA Meeting  

9 10 11 
6:00pm Soup Supper  

7:00pm - 8:00pm 

Advent Midweek 

Service  

12 13 
3:00pm Christmas 

Choral Celebration 

Setup  

14 
5:00pm Christmas 

Choral Celebration 

Service (CCC)  

15 
9:30am Divine Worship Service  

10:30am Fellowship  

11:00am - 11:45am Bible 

Study/Sunday School  

7:00pm - 8:00pm AA Meeting  

16 17 18 
6:00pm Soup Supper  

7:00pm - 8:00pm 

Advent Midweek 

Service  

19 20 21 

22 
9:30am Divine Worship Service  

10:30am Fellowship  

7:00pm - 8:00pm AA Meeting  

23 24 
7:00pm Christmas 

Eve Service  

25 
10:00am Christmas 

Day Service  

26 27 28 

29 
9:30am Divine Worship Service  

10:30am Fellowship  

7:00pm - 8:00pm AA Meeting  

30 31 1  2 3 4 

 

 


